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Davis Chapel

Give me the liberty 
to know, to utter, 
and to argue freely 

according to conscience, 
above all liberties.

 
John Milton, Areopagitica



Today in Worship
GatherinG

 Gathering Music                  Alan Suber, MDiv '15

 Welcome          Katie Schlimmer, MDiv '13

 Call to Worship                                                 Molly Bolton, MDiv '14

CenterinG

 * Prayer of Confession           Tasharia Harris, MDiv '13 

One: Late have I loved you, 

All: O Beauty ever ancient, ever new, late have I loved you! 

One: You were within me, but I was outside, and it was there that I searched for you. 

All:  In my unloveliness I plunged into the lovely things which you created. 

One:  You were with me, but I was not with you. 

All:  Created things kept me from you; yet if they had not been in you, they would  

  have not been at all. 

One:  You called, you shouted, and you broke through my deafness. 

All:  You flashed, you shone, and you dispelled my blindness. 

One:  You breathed your fragrance on me; I drew in breath and now I pant for you. 

All:  I have tasted you, now I hunger and thirst for more. You touched me, and I  

  burn for your peace.

 * Words of Assurance

We know, O God, that even when sin, individual and social, forms a veil between 

our gaze and your own, you are with us still.  Your forgiveness and mercy surpass all 

understanding. Your motherly embrace seeks us out, warmly receiving us when we are 

ready to return home once more. Fearfully and wonderfully have we been made; your 

compassion is woven into our very being, into the fibers of all Creation. Even in times of 

strife and of pain, you are present with us. In you there is no darkness: only the radiant 

light of your grace, by which we are sustained now and forever.



hearinG

 Bringing in the Light             Jessica Place, MDiv '15

 Scripture Reading: Psalm 139                  Lisa Page, MDiv '15

 Message: On Human Dignity and the Way of Love            Perry Dixon, MDiv '13

embodyinG

 * Hymn: "Down to the River to Pray"

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the starry crown?
Good Lord show me the way.
 
O sisters let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
O sisters let's go down
Down in the river to pray.
 
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the robe & crown?
Good Lord show me the way.
 
O brothers let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
Come on brothers, let's go down
Down in the river to pray.
 
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the starry crown?
Good Lord show me the way.
 
O fathers let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
O fathers let's go down
Down in the river to pray.

As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the robe and crown?
Good Lord show me the way.
 
O mothers let's go down
Come on down, don't you wanna go 
down?
Come on mothers, let's go down
Down in the river to pray
 
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the starry crown?
Good Lord show me the way.
 
O sinners, let's go down
Let's go down, come on down
O sinners, let's go down
Down in the river to pray.
 
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol' way
And who shall wear the robe and crown?
Good Lord show me the way.

SendinG

 * Benediction                      Perry Dixon

* Please stand in body and/or spirit.
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Notes for Today’s Worship
about the PreaCher

Perry Dixon is a third year student from Louisville, Kentucky. He enjoyes novels, company,  
and fine drink.

muSiC

All music is reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net License #A-722959 or 
CCLI License  #11144687 unless otherwise noted.

WorShiP

Today's worship service was planned by Emily Hedrick, MDiv '16, Sally Morris, Perry Dixon, 
MDiv '13, and Chelsea Yarborough, MDiv '15.

Mission Statement
The School of Divinity at Wake Forest University is a graduate, professional school 
that is Christian by tradition, Baptist in heritage, and ecumenical in outlook.  
Consistent with Wake Forest’s commitment to academic excellence and in the 
spirit of the University motto, Pro Humanitate, the School of Divinity prepares leaders 
informed by a theological understanding of vocation. Through imaginative 
courses and diverse programs of community engagement, students are equipped to be 
agents of justice, reconciliation, and compassion in Christian churches and other ministries.
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